Conaress of the United States
Washington, DL 20510

February 20, 2018

The Honorable Paul D. Ryan The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Speaker of the House of Representatives Majority Leader of the Senate
H-232, United States Capitol S-230, United States Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Leader McConnell and Speaker Ryan:

The most essential elements of America’s democracy are under attack by a foreign adversary and
Congress must respond immediately. Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s recent criminal
indictment provides further evidence that Russian President Vladimir Putin and his operatives
undertook significant covert activities to interfere in the 2016 U.S. elections. In order to
counteract another attack in the 2018 elections, America must bolster our domestic defenses.
Accordingly, we must provide urgently needed resources in the FY2018 Omnibus due on March
23rd for the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s counterintelli gence activities; the Department of
Homeland Security’s efforts to assist state and local governments enhance their election
infrastructure security; and Election Assistance Commission state election security grants.

As Russian efforts to interfere with our democracy continue, the burden placed on the FBI to
investigate and counter these operations only increases. In order to ensure our nation’s premier
law enforcement agency can adequately respond to this threat, we urge you to support a $300
million increase in the Bureau’s 2018 budget request. This additional funding should be targeted
to ensure the resources and manpower to counter the influence of hostile foreign actors operating
in the U.S,, especially Russian operatives operating on our social media platforms.

Our intelligence agencies have also made clear that Russian President Vladimir Putin’s hackers
attacked state and local election infrastructure during the 2016 election. This aggression requires
state and local governments to enhance their defenses against cyber-attacks; replace outdated
registration and voting systems; and ensure procedures are in place to accurately count every
ballot. As State and local governments face significant resource challenges to address this threat,
we recommend a substantial increase for both the Department of Homeland Security and
Election Assistance Commission’s activities to assist state and local governments with the
security of their election infrastructure. These investments are critical for elections in 2018 and
beyond and for the resiliency of our democracy.

These attacks and Putin’s ongoing efforts to again interfere in our upcoming elections demand a
robust and urgent response, and Congress must respond immediately to attacks on our
democracy by a foreign adversary. We urge you to join us in vigorously combating efforts to



sow discord in our country and support our state and local officials with the critical resources
they need to protect our election systems.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,
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